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Scientists are still working. And so are we.

In the midst of the multiple crises of 2020, including the pandemic, reckoning
with systemic racism, immigration restrictions, and science denial, our members
face unprecedented career uncertainty and research obstacles. We, the GSA, offer
professional connections and trusted support to help weather the storm.

"GSA is a community of scientists for scientists. Never
in our lifetimes have scientific societies been more
important or their impact more obvious. We need

to help each other now more than ever to meet the
challenges of this historic moment. We thank you for
your past contributions, which have enabled GSA

to respond quickly, creatively, and substantively to
every crisis. We ask for your support, so that we can
continue to provide exceptional programs and the

comfort of community to all of our members.”

—Denise Montell, President of the GSA Board of
Directors and Chair of the Fundraising Committee




We're bringing our community together.

In record time, GSA flipped The Allied Genetics Conference (TAGC) to an
online event attended by thousands around the world—with no registration
fees. This gesture in support of our community came at a substantial financial
cost to the Society, but had an immeasurable impact on our researchers.
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TAGC 2020

Donline (

14,518 attendees

634 posters
371 talks

79 countries
14 workshops

(® Kathryn Asalone W
Wow, #TAGC20 has given me the world today! Thank
you so much to the organizers for selecting my
abstract for a talk and for all the people who
attended. | am floored by the response and so
honored to have been able to share the research |
love to much with so many people.

Y @Kathryn_Asalone

5:00 PM - Apr 24, 2020 - Twitter Web App
\

/ communities
$0 registration fees
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% Jennifer v

@JenniferHarr
Thank you @GeneticsGSA for making talks available
for later viewing at #TAGC20 #wormZ20 . This really
helps for those of us wrapping up the semester
teaching, and while #wfhwithkids !

11:44 PM - Apr 23, 2020 - Twitter Web App
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Thanks so much to the @GeneticsGSA for organizing
such a beautiful and engaging virtual meeting,
especially with limited notice. This experience has
been so fun, and has brought my spirits up! #TAGC20

@AnlloLauren

\8250 AM « Apr 26, 2020 - Twitter for Android

Lauren Anllo fod
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We're empowering a new generation of leaders.

“Being part of the GSA's Early Career Leadership
program has given me the opportunity to network
with the top scientists in the field of genetics, learn
from them, and have a sense of community that is
beyond my institution.”

—Ana Mesquita, Albert Einstein College of Medicine

Projects and resources developed by students and postdocs as part of the Early
Career Leadership Program:

50 issues per year of the Early Career Scientist Weekly sent
35 Decoding Life career path interviews published

18 Science in a Snapshot early career online seminars hosted
12 public science communication articles published

11 policy fellow interviews published

7 online professional development workshops organized

1 searchable policy fellowship database created and curated
1 “Virtual Café” discussion series launched
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Students and postdocs: apply to be a GSA Early Career Leade
Join our thriving network and get involved!




We're training the peer reviewers of the future.

Our unique GENETICS Peer Review Training Program takes place wholly online,
so it hasn't paused for COVID. Participants receive training in the important skill of
manuscript reviewing and a chance to review for GENETICS.

’ . 201 Students, postdocs, and early
a Rohan Khadilkar ¥ career faculty have received formal
@RohanKhadilkarr . ..

peer review training

Happy to join @GeneticsGSA as an early career
reviewer!

Thanks to their carefully crafted peer review training
progrm that | was part of! Loved every bit ©

468 Trainee peer reviews of
GENETICS initial manuscript

#peerreview #publishing #AcademicTwitter submissions

#AcademicChatter #ScienceTwitter

genetics.org/content/rohan-... 277 Early career reviewer feedback
9:23 AM - Jul 14, 2020 - Twitter for Android forms completed by editors

193 Requests from editors for early
career reviewers to re-review resubmissions/revisions, indicating that the editors
highly value the expertise of early career reviewers

We're moving our field forward.

GSA staff and volunteers work every day to keep the wheels of science turning,
including publishing foundational research in the Society’s peer-reviewed journals,
GENETICS and G3: Genes|Genomes|Genetics. In addition to our established

programs, GSA has:

e |aunched an organization-wide initiative to combat racism in our field.

e Raised our voice in support of Black scientists, international students, J1 scholars,
immigrant scientists, health policy experts, the Office of Research Infrastructure
Programs, supplemental funding for NIH during the pandemic, and against
political interference in NIH grants.

e Kept our community connected by sharing stories of
CQVID-life, teaching resources, and career paths.

e Adjusted our travel awards and symposia funding to
support the financial costs of attending or creating online
courses and conferences.

e Developed and piloted the Scientific Writing Program in
partnership with BioKansas.

e Waived conference registration fees for residents of
countries with lower- and middle-income economies (LMICs)

* Implemented open peer review at GENETICS.
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http://genestogenomes.org/gsas-commitment-to-dismantling-racism-in-science/?category=news
http://genestogenomes.org/racism-is-everyones-problem/
https://www.acs.org/content/dam/acsorg/policy/references/final-student-visa-sign-on-letter-with-all-sign-ons-071420.pdf
https://genetics-gsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Genetics-Society-of-America-response-to-DHS-ICEB-2019-0006.pdf
http://genestogenomes.org/dont-close-the-borders-to-science/
https://genetics-gsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Stakeholder-science-and-public-health-support-statement-_July152020_final.pdf
https://genetics-gsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/2020-ORIP-RFI-GSA-1.pdf
https://genetics-gsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/2020-ORIP-RFI-GSA-1.pdf
https://genetics-gsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/CLS-covid-recommendation.pdf
https://cms.asbmb.org/getmedia/dbb22a26-ee0f-45e5-a1ed-13af91275f07/Support-Science-Sign-on-Letter_1.pdf
http://genestogenomes.org/tag/covid-19/
http://genestogenomes.org/category/education/
http://genestogenomes.org/category/careers/
https://www.genetics.org/content/216/3/619

But we need your help.

Our years of planning for 2020 and 2021 have been completely transformed by the
pandemic. We canceled not only TAGC and the 2021 Fungal Genetics Conference,
but more than 30 legislator meetings scheduled for TAGC Capitol Hill Day. We are
likely to face reduced membership and conference attendance in 2021, due to

the cancellation of in-person conferences and the changing landscape of online
scientific meetings. GSA's operational and IT processes have had to be reimagined
to manage a new way of serving our community.

Equity and Inclusion

This time of change coincides with the initiation of a major equity and inclusion
initiative that the leadership and staff are developing in conjunction with the Equity
and Inclusion committee. We hope to dedicate significant resources to this critically
important project.

Current Equity and Inclusion projects include:
e The Presidential Membership Initiative, which supports the career development
of early career scientists from historically excluded

populations, including Black, Indigenous, and - e
People of Color (BIPOC). Awardees will receive a PreSIdentlaI
year of free GSA membership—and the associated Mem bership
career development program benefits— to help e il
reverse a history of exclusion by cultivating the | _Initiative

next generation of scientist-leaders. Presidential
Members will not only benefit from GSA's career
programs in the short-term; we aim to foster
enduring connections with participants through
the community of scholars and support structures
we are building in parallel.

e Creating a mentoring and networking program to foster connections between
junior and senior GSA members from historically excluded backgrounds.

e Developing an early outreach program for undergraduate and early graduate
students to facilitate belonging and networking among students from historically
excluded groups.

e Creating guidelines for the planning and implementation of equity and inclusion
sessions at GSA conferences, and strongly encouraging our conference partners
to adopt these guidelines.

e Coordinating equity and inclusion initiatives with other societies in allied fields in
order to share information, facilitate use of best practices, increase solidarity and
spheres of influence, and work toward common purpose.

Building a diverse'and
inclusive,GSA



https://genetics-gsa.org/awards/presidential-membership-initiative/

Public Engagement
Our members often express a desire to engage with the public and students on

the ethical and social dimensions of their work, but are unsure where to start and
how best to do so. GSA is launching a new partnership with the Personal Genetics
Education Project (pgEd) to better equip scientists to engage in discussions about
genetics with all communities, with special emphasis on those who are economically
disadvantaged, historically marginalized, or otherwise excluded from conversations
about science.

Ed persanal Genetics Education Project

P9

The program will begin with a series of online
workshops for scientists to build skills for public
engagement and explore topics such as the history

of eugenics, CRISPR, and genome editing and the
environment. Interactive discussions will address pgEd's
experiences engaging with a range of communities and
will include guests from community partners.

GSA and pgEd will be fundraising to expand the program and support future public
engagement internship and fellowship programs for scientists.

Your financial support is an investment in our
shared future.

In addition to sustaining our established programs, your donation enables our new

initiatives:

e Development and support of impactful and lasting equity and inclusion initiatives

e Development and support of a training program to equip GSA members for
public engagement (in partnership with pgED)

e Launch of a new series of online workshops on scientific and
professional development topics

e Experimenting with new publishing models for the GSA
journals

e Improving and launching the Scientific Writing Program

e Development of toolkits, narratives, and case studies for
members to use in discussions with the public and policy
makers

e Reimagining online conferences for a successful Annual
Drosophila Research Conference and International
C. elegans Conference in 2021



https://genetics-gsa.org/career-development/public-engagement/
https://genetics-gsa.org/career-development/public-engagement/

Join GSA's 2020 Appeal

Every donation gets us closer to our goals. As you contemplate your personal
commitment, reflect on what our field means to you, as well as the impact that GSA
might have had on your own career and that of countless others.

If you have questions or concerns, don't hesitate to contact us at
development@genetics-gsa.org.

Learn more about how to donate at: genetics-gsa.org/donate
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Thank you to our 2019 & 2020 Donors!

Our resilience in 2020 has been due in no small part to the generosity of our many
2019 Appeal Donors. On behalf of the Board of Directors, we would like to thank the

following individuals for their commitment to our community.

For an updated list of 2020 donors, please check the website:

genetics-gsa.org/donate/

2019 Donors

Diamond Level ($5,000+)

Anonymous (2)
Judith Berman
James Birchler
Jef Boeke

David Botstein

Lynn Cooley
Jeff Hall
Dan Hartl
Lee Hartwell
Phil Hieter

Platinum Level ($2,500-%4,999)

Sue Biggins
Ed Buckler
Peter and Lucy
Cherbas

Thomas Cline and
Barbara Meyer
JoAnne Engebrecht
Anita Hopper

Gold Level ($1,000-%2,499)

Victor Ambros and
Candy Lee

Swathi Arur

Fred Ausubel
Sharon Amacher and
Jay Hollick

Cori Bargmann
Bonnie Bartel
Celeste Berg

Sue Biggins
Douglas Bishop
Meredith Blackwell
Pat Brown

John Carlson
Marian Carlson
David Catcheside
Vicki Chandler

Kwang Wook Choi
Bill Dove

Jay Dunlap

Sarah Elgin

Stanley Fields

G.R. Fink

Margaret Tatnall Fuller
Joseph Gall

Mark Garfinkel
Susan Russo Gelbart
Pamela Geyer
Andrew Golden
Marian Goldsmith
David Greenstein
Mary Lou Guerinot
Marnie Halpern

Paul Hardin

Mark Johnston

Massachusetts General

Hospital Lab
Denise Montell
Terry Orr-Weaver

Robert Horvitz
Jeannie Lee
Terry Magnuson
Erika Matunis

Iswar Hariharan
Joe Heitman
Hopi Hoekstra
Sue Jinks-Robertson
Thom Kaufman
Nancy Keller
Justin Kumar
Jennifer Lodge
Matt Meselson
John Merriam
Stephanie Mohr
Fernando Pardo-
Manuel de Villena
Teresa Pawlowska
John Pringle
Elizabeth Raleigh
Jasper Rine

Rodney Rothstein
Matthew Sachs
Trudi Schupbach
Warren Shore
Piali Sengupta
William Sullivan
Lorraine Symington
and Bill Holloman
Kelly Tatchell
Jeremy Thorner
David Threadgill
Mariana Wolfner
Chaoting Wu
Michael Young
Hong Yu


http://genetics-gsa.org/donate/

Silver Level ($500-$999)

Anonymous (2)
Karen Artzt
Hugo Bellen
Deborah Bell-
Pedersen

Philip Benfey
Joan Bennett
Kerry Bloom and
Elaine Yeh
Kirsten Bomblies

Katherine Borkovich
Julie Brill

Brian Calvi

Rachel Cox

Susan Gerbi

Louise Glass
GenetiVision

Susan Gerbi

Jim Haber

Matthew Hahn

Bronze Level ($250-$499)

Anonymous (7)
Flora Banuett
David Beier
Bonita Brewer
Rebecca Burdine
Luis Corrochano
Trisha Davis

Rochelle Easton
David Garfinkel
John Gergen
Susan Gottesman
Saul Honigberg
Christina Hull
Kenneth Irvine

Friend Level (<$250)

Anonymous (5)
Joseph Ardizzi
Juan Lucas Argueso
Richard Behringer
Edward Blumenthal
Charlie Boone
Stuart Brody

David Brow

Mary Clancy
Gregory Copenhaver
Dirk Jan de Koning
Arthur Edison
Cassandra Extavour
Barry Ganetzky
Erika Geisbrecht
Amy Gladfelter
Elliott Goldstein
Elizabeth Grayhack

Marc Halfon

Shin Hatakeyama
David Hill

Jay Hirsh

George Hoffman
Scott Holmes
Robert Holmgrem
Yen-Ping Hsueh
Aashiqg Kachroo
William Kelly
Andrew Kern

Mary Kimble
Amanda Larracuente
Daniel Lee

Haifan Lin
Xiaorong Lin

Zhao Liu
Wolfgang Lukowitz

Scott Hawley
Bernadette and
Charlie Holdener
Barbara Howlett
Judith Jaehning
Laura Johnston
Karam Khateeb
Tom Kornberg
Mitzi Kuroda
Michael Lynch

David Kaback
Andrew Kreuz
Danny Lew
Corinne Michels
Aaron Mitchell
Michelle Momany
Todd Nystul

Paul Mains

William McGinnis
Beth Montelone
Nathan Mortimer
Kathleen Newton
Minou Nowrousian
Kate O'Connor-Giles
Susan Parkhurst

Joe Pedrazolli
Norbert Perrimon
John Postlethwait
Jesse Raab

David Remington
Lucia Rothman-Denes
Xin Xiang

Hubert Zhang

Pierre Roubertoux
Didem Sarikaya

Anthony Mahowald
Harmit Malik

Kristi Montooth
T.D. Petes

Mark Rose
Stephen Schaeffer
Gary Stormo
Anne Villenueve
Judith Yanowitz

Xuewen Pan
Michael Resnick
Jason Stajich
Paul Sternberg

William Saxton
Randy Schekman
David Smyth
Nick Sokol
Franklin Stahl
Joan Steitz
Francesca Storici
Sheng Sun

Siyu Sun

Richard Tashjian
Jordan Ward
Benjamin White
Chaoyang Xue
Vikas Yadav
Oded Yarden
Virginia Zakian



